ithe ecumenical 


. Conference Discusses 
allenges to Christianity 


Difficulties faced by Christians in Asia, South 
ica and East Germany were brought before 
delegates at the U.S. Conference for the 
tld Council of Churches at Buck Hill Falls, 
April 27-29. 
During the three-day meeting the representa- 
s of American churches were reminded by 
World Council’s executive secretary in the 
a. Dr. Roswell P. Barnes, New York, N.Y., 
@ through their participation in the Council 
@rches should “find new insights into the 
es of the Gospel.” 
o one church alone has mined all its 
Gsures. Through association with churches of 
Ber traditions and experiences in different 
Sorical and cultural situations, the understand- 
Gof our faith should be enlarged,” Dr. Barnes 


} 
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Mestant Episcopal Church, chairman of the 
Conference and president of the World 


We divided to the point of absurdity?” 

Hishop Sherrill urged his listeners to have a 
Mion and an “impatience” for the unity of 
HChurch like that of the early pioneers for 
stian unity. Describing what the ecumenical 
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Mrs. Van S. Merle-Smith, Prebyterian, New York 
City, talks with Dr. W. A. Visser ’t Hooft, general 
secretary of the World Council of Churches, at 
the recent annual meeting of the U.S. Conference 
at Buck Hill Falls. 


movement had meant in his own life, the W.C.C. 
president said “these experiences are experiences 
of the heart.” 

(Continued on page 2) 
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“The people of our churches should know 
the facts about the World Council, but I wish 
they could also know the experience of which 
I am speaking here. Union services are valuable 
but there is a certain unreality about them. How 
sterile are most of our ministerial associations 
which meet to protest some new moving pic- 
ture, eat lunch, and go home. I wish we could 
have meetings of prayer, biblical study, and 
meditation where real ecumenical experience 
could be had. If such cells cut across denomina- 
tional lines, we could have a common spiritual 
experience as we try to discover the will and 
mind of God in relationship to our churches.” 

“Unity will not come through negotiations 
of ecclesiastical leaders. Unity will come be- 
cause our hearts and minds are open to the 
will of God and we are open and willing to be 
swayed by what He would have us do,” said the 
bishop. 

Dr. Visser ’t Hooft warned that our present 
cooperation as churches is not enough. The 
Council “can by its nature not be satisfied when 
the churches work together and maintain fra- 
ternal contacts. For the question remains—and 
it comes to us in the first place from the Lord 
Himself and the second place from the world; 
why are you not fully united in faith and 
order?” 

The issue is not whether “we can agree about 
specific doctrinal consensus and the form of 
order which are required for full unity” but 
whether manifest unity means “visible, cor- 
porate, local unity.” He said this must be fully 
discussed so that no church may feel forced. 


South Africa 


Dr. Visser 't Hooft told the group that despite 
progress in the church situation in South Africa 
“changes do not go far enough” to meet ade- 
quately the rapidly developing situation. 

Dr. Visser 't Hooft observed that for some 
time the challenge to statesmanship in South 
Africa has been how to avoid having the Bantu 
masses permeated by a sense of frustration 
which could only have the most dangerous re- 
sults for the future of the country. 
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"The tragedy is that the majority of 
South Africans have not faced these 
facts. We must hope that after the tragic ¢ 
of recent weeks their eyes will be opened b 
it is too late. Our task is to help them befe 
is too late, he said. 

“Mere condemnation and threats will hi 
improve this situation,” he warned. 

“And in any case the ecumenical way is 
way of fraternal conversation, of persuasiot 
of reconciliation.” That is why, he said 
World Council has sent an associate ge 
secretary, Dr. Robert S. Bilheimer, an Amefi 
on its Geneva staff, to South Africa to com 
with the Council's eight member churches t 


The Church in Asia 


Dr. Hla Bu, Rangoon, Burma, said the you: 
Christian church in Asia is encountering t 
mendous challenges and to meet them mer 
become truly indigenous. 

The Burmese Christian leader said that © 
of the most significant trends of the Chum 
in Asia is the changing relationship betwe 
Church and missions. Despite the call to pe 
nership in obedience,” the change “fra 
paternalism to brotherly relationship still ls 
behind the declared policy of the missions,” ’ 
said. 

“Immediate integration of the Church a 
mission is the need of the hour. Responsil 
church leaders are also coming to feel that m 
sions should adopt a multi-lateral policy rath 
than a bi-lateral in their relations with church 
in Asia,” Dr. Hla Bu said. 

Dr. Richard M. Fagley, New York executi 
secretary of the Commission of the Chure 
on International Affairs, outlined the need 
a new balance between food and populati 
He said that “man does not live by bread al 
even at the material level.” He also needs “so 
space in his ‘togetherness’ to develop the k 
of personal and community life which 
intends for his children.” 

“To have life ‘more abundantly’ from 
Christian perspective is to develop prima 
a quality of life rather than to expand quant 
tively to some kind of dehumanized vat 
he declared, 


Me Rev. Ewart E. Turner, Syracuse, N.Y., and 
Wir. H. P. Demand, Evanston, IIl., both Metho- 
) sts, discuss “The Population Explosion and 
@aristian Responsibility” with Dr. Richard M. 
-ygley, author of the book. 

; 


ilje on Church and State 


38 The church situation in East and West Ger- 
Hany constitutes one of the major problems of 
Se ecumenical movement,’ stated German 
@itheran Bishop Johannes Lilje, Hanover, 
eermany. 
East Germany, he said, is a battlefield, with 
@e Church versus the totalitarian state as the 
»)ptagonists. 
e¥But the Church as a body is unable to speak, 
7+ it has very little means of raising its voice 
“public.” 
MIn the present church situation in East Ger- 
liny the problem is largely that of the Christian 
Hiividual, he said. 
»<'Two groups of the population are at present 
Wider heavy pressure from the government: the 
#tmers, who are forced into collectivization, 
#1 the pastors, who are having to face the 
Wssibility that the system of religious instruc- 
/@n in the schools may break down.” 
{Children are not allowed to receive religious 
Htruction until two hours after regular classes 
We ended. “In practice, it is not possible for 
# pastors to give any reasonable amount of 
tgious instruction on this basis.” 
he pastors are further handicapped by the 
“Qv Communist ceremonies which seek to 
tlace the Christian baptism, confirmation, 


marriage and funeral rites. Especially important 
is the “Youth Dedication” ceremony, the sub- 
stitute for confirmation. “In some parts of the 
country there has been a 90% to 20% drop in 
those undergoing confirmation,” he stated. 


“We must not underestimate the test to which 
Christianity is now being put. The Christian 
task today is the rethinking of our message 
and the way we present it. We must make a 
renewed attempt to overcome spiritual weak- 
ness by a new obedience to the Word and Will 
of God.” 


The U.S. Conference at its annual meeting: 


RECORDED its gratitude to Bishop Sherrill, 
for his outstanding leadership as chairman of 
an international committee to raise funds for a 
new WCC headquarters. Two million of the 
proposed $2,500,000 cost for the new building 
in Geneva is now assured. 


SENT GREETINGS to the Methodist General 
Conference in quadrennial session at Denver 
and to the director of the Commission of the 
Churches on International Affairs, Dr. O. Fred- 
erick Nolde, recovering from a heart attack in 
Geneva. 


ENGAGED in lively discussion of whether the 
World Council is beset by tensions between 
“the new, the volunteer, the unorthodox” and 
“the old, the professional, the orthodox.” The 
Rev. Walter D. Wagoner, Princeton, N.J., com- 
mented that the World Council is becoming 
“more institutionalized, more settled in its 
ways” and that the Spirit of the ecumenical 
movement is more and more expressed in certain 
regularized forms.” His assumption that there 
is less room for new faces as the organization 
grew older was challenged by those who said 
that the danger is that so many of the ecu- 
menical pioneers have been lost. 


THE ECUMENICAL COURIER is a bi-monthly 
bulletin published by the United States Conference 
of the World Council of Churches, Room 439, 
475 Riverside Drive, New York 27, N. Y. Betty 
Thompson, Secretary for Public Relations, editor. 
The Council unites 172 Anglican, Orthodox and 
Protestant communions in 53 countries. Neither 
the COURIER nor the World Council of Churches 
is responsible for opinions quoted in its columns. 
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A 1960. Pentecost packet with sample bulletin 
covers, poster, ministers’ helps, and other materials 
is available from Room 439, 475 Riverside Drive, 
New York 27, N.Y. for $.50. Bulletin covers cost 
$2 per hundred. 
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FIFTIETH ANNIVERSARY 
OF EDINBURGH 1910 


The fiftieth anniversary of a major landmas 
in world Christianity, the 1910 Edinburg 
World Missionary Conference, will be con 
memorated at a service of worship at Riversic 
Church in New York City on the evening « 
May 25. 

The Rt. Rev. Lesslie Newbigin, general se 
retary of the International Missionary Counc 
will preach the sermon. Music will be by tt 
choir of the Interchurch Center. The Nation 
Council of Churches is sponsoring the event 
cooperation with the I.M.C., the World Counce 
of Churches, World Council of Christian Ed) 
cation, and the Protestant Council of the Cil 
of New York. 

Historian Kenneth Scott Latourette says thr 
“Edinburgh 1910 marked the transition frox 
a Western-centered, denominational Christianit 
which even now is in its exciting early stages. ; 

In addition to the New York observance 
the event from which came major impulses f 
the ecumenical movement, there will be servic 
this summer at Westminster Abbey in Londe 
on June 23 and St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburg 
The latter celebration will be on Aug. 14. 
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Pentecost 1960 


A Message from the Presidents of the 
World Council of Churches 


As presidents of the World Council of Churches we greet our brethren in all the 
member churches at Whitsuntide. We rejoice in the gift of that oneness in Christ which 
enlightened His followers when the day of Pentecost was fully come. 


As we recall the first assembly in the history of the Christian Church, we are uplifted 
by visible signs of that oneness renewed in the history of our time. As members of one 
body all over the earth, we have committed ourselves to stay together and to grow together 
toward newness and fullness of life. 


This year we are confronted with the spiritual task of making straight the way for a 
great gathering, the first assembly to be held by the World Council of Churches in Asia, 
in 1961. While there are religions and philosophies, new and old, resurgent in Asia and 
other continents, we have our firm foundation in the promise given by our Lord on the 
day of His ascension. Wherever His people may be, they shall receive strength to overcome 
the world. 


Abiding in that glorious promise, we join with Paul the Apostle in calling upon all 
Christians everywhere to realize what the Spirit of Him Who makes all things new has 
done for them. 


When He, the Holy Spirit, comes in our midst, we are new beings. Our self- 
absorption and our fears are taken away. Our contentment with something less than true 
unity in the Church gives way to a deeper and fuller appraisal of God’s design. We are 
thus called to be partners all with one accord in God’s creative work. We seek each other 
in a new way because God has found us in a new way. For as many as are led by the 
Spirit, they are the sons of God. 


As sons and fellow-workers with God, we become true brothers, bearing one another's 
burdens. The Church, which has the promise of victory, is called, with one spirit and one 
heart, to reach out to the millions of men and women who struggle for a life free of fear, 
hunger, injustice, dispossession, persecution, and political or spiritual oppression. 


In view of this great mission, we who work for the greater unity and strength of 
the Church humbly proclaim this year’s Whitsuntide as a day of universal prayer, so that 
God’s spirit may be brought to those “who were far off and peace to those who were 
near’. (Eph. 2:17, RSV) 


With a renewed faith, with love and compassion, we call upon all the churches of 
Christ and all Christians to reconsider their duty in the light of the Spirit given to us, 
and to rededicate themselves as witnesses to Christ. 


“Now we have received not the spirit of the world, but the spirit which is from God, 
that we might understand the gifts bestowed on us by God” (1 Cor. 2:12, RSV) 


THE PRESIDENTS OF THE WORLD COUNCIL OF CHURCHES 
Dr. JOHN BAILLIE — Edinburgh ARCHBISHOP JAKOVoS — New York 
BISHOP S. U. BARBIERI — Buenos Aires METROPOLITAN JUHANON MAR THOMA — Tiruvella 


BISHOP OTTO DIBELIUS — Berlin BisHop HENRY KNOX SHERRILI, — Boxford, Mass. 
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AGADIR-AID TO A STRICKEN CITY 


by JOHN P. TAYLOR 


The Moroccan city of Agadir has dropped 
from the headlines, replaced by other horrors, 
other crises. It is impossible to imagine the pain 
and suffering of the 20,000 people buried under 
the city who died, some instantly and others 
after many days. 

That the world felt some of this pain is 
witnessed by the outpouring of aid which flowed 
into Agadir, and by the large number of people 
from many nations who came to help. The 
Church is in Agadir in the presence of the 
Eirene Team, an ecumenical team of 11 mem- 
bers who have provided emergency relief, and 
who are now planning a long-range program 
for the survivors. 

As a photographer I went to Agadir to report 
what is being done by the churches through 
the World Council of Churches and what still 
remains to be done. It would give a false pic- 
ture, however, to report on only the aid given 
by one organization, without putting it into the 
framework of the program of the international 
community as a whole. 

Here one saw the international community at 
its best. Here there were virtually no barriers 
or race or creed 
personal gain. 


little thought of status or 


The response of the churches was immediate. 
Blankets, airlifted direct from Germany, were 
among the first supplies to reach the stricken 
city. Within hours after the news, the World 
Council of Churches in Geneva received cables 
pledging help. The Eirene Team already in 
Morocco to do long-range technical assistance 
work sent immediately to act for the 
churches in the emergency. 


Was 


As the needs of the city’s survivors are met, 
team members will gradually be reassigned to 
carry on the long-range work they originally 
came to do in other parts of Morocco. This 
includes technical assistance to farmers, to the 
villages of tin and scraps on the edges of the 
big cities, and with Moroccan and Algerian 
orphans. 

Cash gifts by the churches to aid Agadir 
victims now total $63,900. Contributions chan- 


ee 


neled through the World Council of Church 
Division of Inter-Church Aid and Service: 
Refugees came from 14 countries. 


European Youth Assembly 


One of the largest and most representa 
meetings of European Christian youth ever 
be held will take place this summer. It is 3 
firs’ Ecumenical Youth Assembly in Eure 
scheduled July 13-24 at Lausanne, Switzerlal 
The 12-day meeting will be the first ma 
gathering of European young people ack 
denominational lines and national borders }} 
under church auspices. 

Attending will be 1,400 youth from 
than 15 European countries and approximas 
three hundred others from Asia, Africa, , 
Far East, the Middle East, North America 
Latin America. The European group is expe 
to include delegations from the USSR and o 
European countries. 

North American churches will send 180 ¢ 
gates. The Rev. Andrew J. Young, Un 
Christian Youth Movement, 475 Rive 
Drive, New York 27, N.Y., is in charge of) 
US. delegation. 

The Assembly will be sponsored by the Y¢ 
Department of the World Council of Chur} 
in cooperation with national ecumenical y 
councils in Europe. 


